

Risk Assessment
	Activity Assessed:
	COVID-19
	Area:
	Stacksteads Methodist Church
	Date
	24/6/21
	Assessor:
	Jill Webster  


	Hazard
	Hazardous Event
	Risk Assessment
	Who is Affected
	Controls Measures
	Residual Risk Rating

	What is the potential for harm?
	Type of Harm?
	Likelihood

(A)
	Harm

(B)
	Risk Rating (C)
	
	What are the current controls?

How can the risk be reduced further?
	



	Changes to the official COVID -19 guidance and advice


	Potential spread of an infectious disease
	
	
	
	Church members/ congregation/ visitors
	· Church regularly refers to the official advice from the DfE and Government guidelines for places of worship, NYA, EY &Childcare guidance

· https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-places-of-worship-during-the-pandemic-from-4-july/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-places-of-worship-during-the-pandemic-from-4-july
· https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2020-08/Guidance%20for%20church%20based%20children%20youth%20and%20family%20activities%20v%201.2%2024th%20August%202020.pdf
· https://nya.org.uk/guidance/
· https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures#who-this-guidance-is-for
· Church leaders keep up to date with official COVID-19 guidance and informs volunteers, church members and visitors of changes as required
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	Vulnerable and extremely vulnerable volunteers/members with pre-existing conditions
	Becoming seriously ill from the effects of Coronavirus, potential to be life threatening
	
	
	
	Church members/ congregation/ visitors
	· Adults who were considered to be clinically extremely vulnerable and received a letter advising them to shield are/were advised by the Government that they can/could return to activities from 1 August 2020 as long as they maintain social distancing
· Children who were considered to be clinically extremely vulnerable and received a letter advising them to shield are/were advised by the Government that they can/could return to activities from 1 August 2020

· Church will work closely with Church members/ congregation/ visitors who are extremely vulnerable but wish to return to Church and will carry out individual risk assessment as necessary;
· Volunteers who are in the most at risk categories are reminded to take particular care. Where an volunteer chooses to return and expresses concerns, An individual risk assessment will be completed to assess the risks to that individual and identify ways to reduce these risk to an acceptable level, it is also accepted that some volunteers may choose to suspend their volunteering for a short period of time, this will be communicated with the church leaders on an individual basis. 
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	Church members/ congregation/ visitors displaying signs of COVID-19


	Potential 

of an infectious disease
	
	
	
	Church members/ congregation/ visitors
	· Church members/ congregation/ visitors are made aware of the virus symptoms;
· Church members/ congregation/ visitors are instructed not to come into Church if they or members of their household have coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms In-line with the guidance for households with possible coronavirus infection;
· Church members/ congregation/ visitors showing COVID-19 symptoms will be sent home immediately and reminded to self-isolate and instructed to arrange a test to see if they have COVID-19;
· Church members/ congregation/ visitors are advised that other members of their household (including any siblings) should self-isolate from date of onset of symptoms;
· Church members/ congregation/ visitors have been instructed to inform Church immediately of the results of a test so that an assessment can be made of the potential impact on Church

· If someone tests negative, if they feel well and no longer have any symptoms similar to those identified for coronavirus (COVID-19), they can stop self-isolating. They may still have another virus, such as a cold or flu, therefore it is still advisable to avoid contact with others until they recover. However other members of their household can stop self-isolating
· Volunteers who have assisted someone who has taken ill with COVID-19 symptoms and any people who have been in close contact with them, will wash their hands with warm, running water and soap for a minimum of 20 seconds and will go home as a precautionary measure, until the person has been tested for COVID-19. Church will inform them as soon as the results have been confirmed

· If a child displays symptoms their parent/carer will be required to take them home immediately and instructed to inform the Church of the outcome of a test

· When caring for someone with symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) a face mask must be worn if a distance of 2 metres cannot be maintained. If direct contact is necessary, then gloves, an apron and a face mask must be worn;
· If a risk assessment determines that there is a risk of splashing to the eyes, e.g. from coughing, spitting, or vomiting, then eye protection (Face shield) will also be worn by the supervising adult

	

	Household

members test positive for

COVID-19
	Potential spread of an infectious disease
	
	
	
	Church members/ congregation/ visitors
	· If someone tests positive, they are instructed to follow the ‘stay at home: guidance for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID19) infection’ self-isolating from the onset of their symptoms and will only be allowed to return to Church when they do not have symptoms including; a high temperature, cough or loss of sense of smell/taste. They will be advised that other members of their household must continue self-isolating for the full period
· Church will contact the local health protection team as soon as they have been notified of a positive result. (This team may also contact Churches directly if they become aware that someone who has tested positive for coronavirus (COVID-19) attended the Church – as identified by NHS Test and Trace);
· Church members/ congregation/ visitors will be registered into every event and all contact details will be obtained as part of our existing risk assessment procedures, these details will be accessed in the event of implementing the track and trace system

· The health protection team will carry out a rapid risk assessment to confirm who has been in close contact with the person during the period that they were infectious, and ensure they are asked to self-isolate;
· Based on the advice from the health protection team, Church will advise those people who have been in close contact with the person who has tested positive, advising them to self-isolate from the day they were last in close contact with that person when they were infectious. Close contact means: 
· direct close contact - face to face contact with an infected individual for any length of time, within 1 metre, including being coughed on, a face to face conversation, or unprotected physical contact (skin-to-skin);
· Proximity contacts - extended close contact (within 1 to 2 metres for more than 15 minutes) with an infected individual; 
· Travelling in a small vehicle, i.e. a car, with an infected person;
· Church will keep a record of children and volunteers attending Sunday school and any close contact that takes places between children and staff in different groups. Church will not share the names or details of people with coronavirus (COVID-19) unless essential to protect others;
· Household members of those contacts who are sent home do not need to self-isolate themselves unless the person who is self-isolating subsequently develops symptoms;
· If someone that has been asked to self-isolate develops symptoms themselves within their isolation period they are instructed to follow the ‘stay at home: guidance for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection’ and instructed to get a test;

· If the test is negative they are instructed to remain in isolation for the remainder of the isolation period as they could still develop the coronavirus (COVID-19) within the remaining days; 

· If the test result is positive, they are instructed to inform Church immediately, and must isolate from the onset of their 

· They are advised that their household should self-isolate from when the  symptomatic person first had symptoms.

	

	Outbreak of Covid-19 within Sunday School
	Potential spread of an infectious disease
	
	
	
	Church members/ congregation/ visitors
	· The Church will work closely with the local health protection team if there are two or more confirmed cases within 14 days, or there is an overall rise in sickness absence where coronavirus (COVID-19) is suspected. The local health protection team will advise if additional action is required;

	

	Transmission of Covid-19 due to lack of consultation on safe working practices and provision of information & instruction on safe ways of working.

	Potential spread of an infectious disease


	
	
	
	Church members/ congregation/ visitors
	· Guidance and training is provided for volunteers to ensure they understand, and can enforce, the new routines and support children in understanding them 
· Church leaders will ensure volunteers are consulted when considering local arrangements and there is ongoing engagement with volunteers to monitor and understand any unforeseen impacts of changes to working environments; 
· Department leads such as the worship leader or Sunday school teacher will be available at all events to offer support and advice and to monitor the current working arrangements on a weekly basis; 
· All new volunteers are provided with onsite induction and training by the department lead prior to serving in any Church Group

· Signage, posters and instructions are displayed to support implementation of COVID secure measures; 

	

	Spread of Covid-19 during travel to and from Church

	Potential spread of an infectious disease


	
	
	
	Church members/ congregation/ visitors
	· Where numbers increase at events or services we would look to Introduce a staggered start and finish times
· We have implemented a 1 way system for dropping off and collecting children from activities

· Families encouraged to drive to Church/cycle or walk where possible

· If public transport has to be used, Church members/ congregation/ visitors are advised to follow social distancing rules and to wear a face covering when on public transport
· Church members/ congregation/ visitors are requested not to enter Sunday School or children activities unless in an emergency to reduce the risk of adults accessing indoor venues unnecessarily 
· When families are dropping off/picking up they will be instructed to follow handwashing and social distancing guidelines; 
· Parents will be advised that only one parent/Career should accompany their child to family activities to drop off and collect
· Children will be reminded not to touch the front of their face covering during use or when removing them on arrival at Church; at this moment there is no requirement for Children to wear face coverings at all but some parents/Careers may insist. 
· Reusable face coverings must be placed in a plastic bag that the wearer has brought with them and stowed in a safe place to be taken home;  Those removing face coverings are required to wash or sanitise their hands immediately after removing it;  

· Covered bin is in place for non-reusable face coverings on arrival 
· The contents of the bin will be disposed of as normal domestic waste unless the wearer has symptoms of Covid-19 in which case it will be disposed of in line with the guidance on cleaning for non-healthcare settings; 
· All volunteers will wash their hands thoroughly with warm, running water and hand soap for at least 20 seconds on arrival at Church; 
· Hand sanitiser is available at the entrances for Church members/ congregation/ visitors

	

	Transmission of  Covid-19 through insufficient personal hygiene
	Potential spread of an infectious disease


	
	
	
	Church members/ congregation/ visitors
	· Good hand hygiene and the need to wash hands more frequently will be promoted
· Every-one is instructed to sanitise their hands when they arrive at Church, when they re-enter the room, before and after using the bathroom, after touching shared resources or after touching their face, blowing their nose, sneezing, coughing; 
· hand sanitiser stations have been positioned to allow people to clean their hands regularly
· Church members/ congregation/ visitors are encouraged to avoid touching their faces whenever possible particularly with unwashed hands; 
· The Catch it, Bin it, Kill it guidance is promoted to catch coughs and sneezes in tissues and throw them in the bin immediately (hands to be sanitised immediately after disposal); 
· Children are reminded how to catch coughs and sneezes if a tissue is not readily available i.e. in the crook of the elbow rather than in the hands; 
· Tissues and bins with closed lids are available around the church building 



	

	Spread of COVID-19 virus via germs on surfaces and

furniture within the

building
	Potential spread of an infectious disease


	
	
	
	Church members/ congregation/ visitors
	· An enhanced cleaning schedule is followed which includes; 
· More frequent cleaning of rooms/shared areas that are used by different groups; 
· Sanitising of tables between different groups 
· More frequent cleaning of touched objects such as railings/bannisters, door and window handles, taps, desk/table tops, play equipment, toys, sports equipment, teaching & learning aids, computer equipment, telephones and bathroom facilities;
· Thorough cleaning of all occupied areas at the end of the day; 
· When cleaning, the usual products i.e. detergents and bleach will be used as these are effective at getting rid of the virus on surfaces; 
· Volunteers will be instructed on cleaning and sanitising requirements including the use of chemicals and cleaning materials and instructions on the use of PPE; 
· PPE is provided for volunteers to wear during cleaning activities and must be worn as instructed e.g. gloves etc.; 
· COSHH risk assessments are in place and followed for cleaning products and are shared with volunteers as necessary; 
· A documented cleaning checklist is in place to ensure the enhanced cleaning schedule is followed and maintained;
· As the ability to social distance in early years setting is limited, additional meticulous attention is given to the cleaning regime
· In early years settings the use of soft toys and toys with intricate parts or that are otherwise hard to clean are not in use; 
· For individual and very frequently used equipment, such as pencils and pens, Church members/ congregation/ visitors are instructed to have their own items that are not shared; 
· Classroom based resources, such as books and games are used and shared within the bubble; these are cleaned regularly, along with all frequently touched surfaces;
· Resources used are left unused and out of reach for a period of 72 hours between use
· Children are not permitted to bring anything from home into activities 

· Waste bins are emptied after each session and the contents disposed of safely;
· Church follows the procedures set out in the Government guidance Cleaning in Non-Health Care Settings following a confirmed or suspected case of COVID-19 on site;
· Contaminated or suspected contaminated waste will be double bagged, labelled and stored for 72 hours before being disposed of with general waste;
· Waste cleaning materials are disposed of in the usual way unless it is confirmed or suspected that they are contaminated as a result of a member of staff or pupil displaying symptoms; 
· Volunteers have been instructed to store personal items and clothing in the cloak room to ensure these are not accessible to any-one else


	

	Transmission of Covid-19 through airborne particles due to large number of people gathering
	Potential spread of an infectious disease


	
	
	
	Church members/ congregation/ visitors
	· Church has applied the Government's principles of keeping groups separate (bubbles), keeping bubble sizes as small as is reasonably practicable and maintaining social distancing based on the age and ability of the children and the feasibility of measures of volunteer ratio’s

· Were we have large number , children will been placed in Room bubbles and interaction between other Bubbles is not permitted for children or volunteers

· Sunday school rooms are not shared with other groups and will only accommodate 1 single group;
· A one way entrance and exit system is implemented where numbers are high to reduce risk on collection and pick up 


	

	Transmission of Covid-19 through airborne particles due to close  proximity to others


	Potential spread of an infectious disease


	
	
	
	Church members/ congregation/ visitors
	· Church members/ congregation/ visitors avoid close face to face contact and minimise time spent within 1 metre distance of anyone;

· Church members/ congregation/ visitors are expected to adhere to the current social distancing guidelines as far as is reasonably practicable;

· Children are supported and encouraged to maintain a distance from each other and are encouraged not to touch staff and other children, tables and chairs will be set up within the rooms to encourage children where to sit and maintain appropriate distances

· Rooms have been adapted to support social distancing including; seating pupils side by side and facing forwards and moving unnecessary furniture out of the room to make more space;
· As much as possible, fresh air is increased within buildings by opening windows and doors frequently to encourage ventilation, taking account of any potential security or fire safety issues; 
· Activities that involve singing or shouting will be restricted to groups of 15;

· A 2 metre social distance will be maintained and pupils will be positioned back to back or side by side; windows will be opened to encourage good ventilation


	

	Manual Handling
	Muscular/ skeletal injury
	
	
	
	Church members/ 
	· A dynamic risk assessment is carried out when moving furniture & resources which takes into account; 

· The task being undertaken;
· The capabilities of individual carrying out the task; 
· The load being lifted or moved;
· The surroundings (environment) and; consideration of social distancing in 2 person manual handling activities/lifts

	

	Need for Personal

Protective equipment (PPE)
	Potential spread of

infectious disease
	
	
	
	Church members/ congregation/ visitors
	· Staff are aware of the need to use the appropriate PPE when completing specific tasks e.g. cleaning or supporting an individual with coronavirus symptoms;
· PPE is sourced through normal Church procurement routes;
· Disposable gloves are worn during normal cleaning regimes. 
· Disposable gloves and impermeable aprons must be worn when cleaning areas that have been occupied by someone displaying symptoms of COVID-19;
· When caring for someone with symptoms of COVID-19 a face mask should be worn if a distance of 2 metres cannot be maintained and if contact is necessary, gloves, an apron and a face mask should be worn.
· If a risk assessment determines that there is a risk of splashing to the eyes, e.g. from coughing, spitting, or vomiting, eye protection will also be worn by the supervising adult. 

· Church members/ congregation/ visitors are instructed on the need to wear a face covering by law on public transport and have been given guidance on wearing and making face coverings;
· Further guidance is available on safe working in education, childcare and children’s social care

	

	Dealing with emergency situations including accidents, security and evacuation during the COVID-19 pandemic
	Untreated injuries,

potential spread of

infectious disease
	
	
	
	Church members/ congregation/ visitors
	· In an emergency, e.g. an accident or fire, people do not have to stay 2m apart if it would be unsafe but should do so where this is possible; 
· First Aiders are aware of and follow the Government guidance for first responders;
· The First Aid Needs Assessment has been reviewed and amended to take account of current occupancy, numbers of first aiders required and additional PPE needed during the COVID-19 pandemic including provision of disposal gloves, disposal plastic aprons, fluid repellent surgical face masks and visors as required; 
· Children who require first aid will continue to receive care in the same way; No additional PPE is needed because of COVID-19 for any child who does not have symptoms; 
· When administering first aid to an adult a face mask should be worn if a distance of 2 metres cannot be maintained. If direct contact is necessary, gloves, an apron and a face mask should be worn;
· If a risk assessment determines that there is a risk of splashing to the eyes, e.g. from coughing or vomiting, eye protection will also be worn by the first aider; 
· Church members/ congregation/ visitors involved in the provision of assistance to others in an emergency including first aid are instructed to pay particular attention to sanitation measures immediately afterwards including washing hands for 20 seconds under warm, running water or using hand sanitiser;
	


	Col (A) - Likelihood of Injury or Hazard
	Col (B) - Severity of Injury or Hazard

	1. Improbable - (Extremely Unlikely To Occur)
	1. Minor (No First Aid Required)

	2. Remote (Small Chance Of Occurring)
	2. Harmful (Minor First Aid Required)

	3. Occasional (Could Occur Sometime)
	3. Critical (Serious Fractures, Burns, L.T.A.)

	4. Probable (Unsurprised If It Happened)
	4. Severe (Amputations, Loss Of Eyesight)

	5. Frequent (Almost Certain To Happen)
	5. Catastrophic ( Fatality, Explosions Etc)
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Persons affected by this Risk Assessment – Have been instructed and understand the contents of this risk assessment and associated documentation, by signing below you are accepting that all the associated hazards and risk involved with this work activity have been assessed and will abide to the control measures detailed within.  
	Print Name:
	Sign:
	Department:
	Date:

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	 
	
	
	

	 
	
	
	

	 
	
	
	

	 
	
	
	

	
	
	              
	

	 
	
	                       
	

	 
	
	             
	


	Overall Risk Rating: Tolerable
	Date of Next Review: 24/6/2022
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